Welcome to

RANCHITO
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For assistance during your stay…

Robin (local keyholder and general genius)

           +34 651 549 883(mob)








           +34 958 064 013 (home)

Mat (any other queries) 00 44 7973 311908  or 

+34 696 291 380

Simon (UK only)  





 00 44 7968 948 506

ASSISTANCE during your stay

Firstly, try the numbers above. Robin is closest at hand and first port of call…he also knows all there is to know about Ranchito, and so is an excellent source of information!

If you need to drive or walk to Robin, his house is easy to find.

Simply go to the top of the drive and turn right.  Follow for 200metres and there is a small group of houses on the left hand side. Robin’s is the middle level.  If you are unsure which one, park or stand outside and he will come out to meet you…there’s not too much traffic up here!

Robin will take care of the pool, garden and maintenance issues during your stay. Should gas need changing, this will be taken care of also.

You cannot inconvenience Robin, he is a fantastic man and will do anything to make your stay totally enjoyable. He will be mortified if something comes up afterwards that he could have solved for you during your time here!

ELECTRICITY

Ranchito is green! Solar powered to protect our beautiful surroundings, a little attention is required to help us maintain nature’s balance…

Ranchito runs more or less on solar power, with an output of a little over 3kw.  For most eventualities, this is sufficient, however in peak times, and with the use of power hungry appliances additional power may be required. If too much power is taken from the solar power, the subsequent power surge may trip the switch and stop supply for a while. In the event that the power-trip does not self reset in around ten minutes, please call Robin for advice.

On some occasions, mostly with full occupation, the generator may be needed to topup the power…it runs on bottled gas, and Robin will handle this for you.

Irons, heaters, toasters and other equipment with heating elements are extremely power hungry and may trip the solar if used with any other electrical appliances. Should you wish to use them, they will work perfectly at any time the generator is running (this gives over 6kw) or whilst no other equipment is running.

WATER

Water is ‘safe’ to drink, but local authorities do not recommend it. We recommend you always keep a good stock of bottled water to avoid any doubt.  Mains supplies here are very much better than other parts of rural Spain, mainly due to the snow-melt from the Sierra Nevada, however, very occasionally shortages may occur.  We have not experienced one in this area in the last ten years, but it is a natural resource and not unlimited. Keep bottled water to hand always and should a switch off happen, phone Robin for further advice.

SWIMMING pool

To fully enjoy the superb pool and pooldeck here at Ranchito, we ask you to observe a few simple rules for your own safety…

· NO running on the pool deck or any wet area

· NO glassware, china or any breakables in or around the pool. There is a full range of plasticware available.

· NO entry to the pool pump house

· POOL towels only outside, no bathroom towels

The pool is not chlorinated, but runs on a state of the art saline conversion system. This will keep the pool clean and healthy, but does away with the characteristic stinging eyes. The pool will be fully maintained during your stay and you need take no action to filter or run the pumps.

The solar pool heating runs on an independent pump and collection panel system from the house electrical system. It is fully automatic and should need no attention.

Please Note – due to the fact that the pool heating is SOLAR POWERED, you will experience a dip in pool temperatures during overcast/cloudy periods. 

Accidents:

The nearest medical centre is in Albunol, before the town on the right hand side, clearly marked. They can deal with most eventualities here, TAKE YOUR PASSPORT and EHIC, they may well not treat you without at least the passport

In the unlikely event that you need more serious assistance, the nearest A and E department is in El Ejido. Back to Albunol, turn towards the airport and follow until you see the signs for El Ejido. At the second exit, turn off the motorway and follow the sign of the cross with the bed on it. The hospital is the larger brick building on the left. They are excellent, very attentive and you will be seen immediately with a fantastic level of care. Again, TAKE YOUR PASSPORT and EHIC.

ALL TILED AREAS, and all hard areas, especially pool area, kitchen, bathrooms, patio and stairs are slippery when wet. Please use extreme caution when there is water on these surfaces.

Your kitchen

You should find your kitchen fully equipped to cater for your every need. There are twelve of everything in the plastic, china, glass and cutlery range and all the utensils, pots pans and cooking equipment you will need to cook should the desire drive you. 

Oven:

The oven is GAS powered, a small bottle can be found in the cupboard two spaces to the left of the oven itself.

To operate the oven, check the gas bottle is connected and switched on, turn to the desired heat setting, and hold in to allow the gas to flow. You will hear the gas now, if not, check the bottle connections. You will also hear the ignition sparking. Once ignited, hold the gas knob in for a few seconds and then slowly release. The grill currently has to be lit with a match during the same process.

Hob:

On main bottled gas. Turn the relevant knob and push in to start gas flow. Ignite with match or auto igniter supplied

Washing machine:

Operate on a cold wash please. It washes fantastically on cold, with any coldwash powder and this saves the solar power and helps our environment. (Heating elements are the greatest draw on the solar). Logical controls.

Hot water boiler:

This is thermostatically controlled and the heating will cut in in the unlikely event that temperatures drop below a pre-programed level, or in ‘out-of-season’ lets. It will provide hot water on demand for showers and sinks around the villa, however it should be noted that, especially on first running, it may take some time for the hot water to reach the outlet. Controls should not need adjusting but a small description is set out below. The temperature controls are set to maximum.
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E…On off switch

D…Thermostat for heating, leave full on

C…Thermostat for water, leave full on

B… heat / water switch. Pointing right, heating only, vertical, water and heating, left water only

A…reset button. Should boiler stop heating water this will “lockout” and red light above A will glow. Press A for a second to restart, and redo process if it stops again.

The en-suite to the four-poster room has a separate boiler to run the shower and sink. Again, the settings here should need no adjustment. It is fitted with a non-battery, hydro-powered ignition and fume control system.

PLEASE NOTE – To comply with European Legislation on gas boilers, the boiler at Ranchito is fitted with a Carbon Monoxide Sensor which will cut the boiler out if carbon monoxide levels in the flue exceed specified limits. This can happen during windy weather, as from certain directions, the wind will blow the fumes back into the flue. We apologise if this happens whilst you're in the shower, but it cannot be avoided!!

Fridges

The larger American style larder fridge is electric and can be set from 3 to 7 degrees. It does not have a freezer compartment hence the second traditional style fridge which does! This one is gas powered and the bottle is stored in the private store room. If it needs changing, please inform Robin. The ice cube trays will be filled for you before your arrival from natural spring bottled water.

New Ensuite to Four Poster room

has caused some hiccups as the on/off knob is not clearly marked on the unit itself…here you go!
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FRUIT and produce from Ranchito

Please feel free to enjoy the fruit and nuts from the trees around Ranchito, but please leave others enough to enjoy too!  The figs, when in season, outside the front entrance are particularly excellent, as are the plums. Guests should also find olives, almonds, walnuts and pears depending on the season. Planting this season: Cumquats, limes, oranges and avocados….

GAMES Cupboard

In the upstairs lounge, there is a cupboard with a selection of games for the evening should you not want a drive out.  Please take care with them and replace all parts once you have finished playing, to allow other guests the same enjoyment.

BOOK swap

As marked, if you’d like to take a book home with you, please feel free to leave one in its place for other guests to enjoy.

POOL inflatables

Please feel free to use these and leave them after use under the patio cover. You are welcome to bring / buy your own also.

ENTERTAINMENT systems

Upstairs:  Wide screen TV and surround sound DVD. Logical controls. Surround sound unit functions in full cinema quality when the unit appears to be in the ‘off’ position! You just have to crank up the volume and sink into ‘The Matrix’ after a hard day round the pool…

TV has a functioning SKY box and can currently get all free to view UK channels. If you have bought your SKY card, it should be able to receive the same package as you get at home. Please Replace our Sky card if you try your own.

Downstairs:  CD, Radio and tape player, again logical controls. Portable kitchen radio available too for some fun Spanish radio stations…good background listening if you want to brush up your spanish.

DO NOT slamdunk the basketball in the hoop, please, Spanish buildings just won’t take a body dangling off of the metal.

Games room:  Cd, radio and tape. Mini hifi, great for a little boogie while you play ping pong!

GAMES room:

Ping pong, darts, basketball, badminton and racquetball equipment all supplied. There are spares of the equipment most easily damaged, but please take care of things to allow other guests the enjoyment you’ve had.  The basketball will just keep on rolling if it goes over the edge, so, please, extra care here!

Soft tip darts, safe and great fun, board takes AAA batteries for auto scoring. 

LEAVING Ranchito:

Ah, I know, sad as it may seem, the time will come…

After a fantastic stay, we don’t want you to spend your time washing and cleaning. Please leave the house however you feel comfortable, but we do not expect any level of cleaning at all! Strip or leave the beds, however you wish. Simply make sure the rubbish is tied and secure and food deposits not left open or exposed as flies in the summer are there in minutes.

SHOPPING

We must mention first of all, that the old traditions still hold sway here in the Alpujarras, and life is taken at a leisurely pace.  

When its your turn to be served its YOUR TURN, which means that if you need to fill “Maria” in on the last 50 years of your family history after you’ve bought your box of matches…no one turns a hair!! So, if you feel you’re being ignored as they can plainly see you’re waiting, and all they are doing is gassing….chill, it’s just the way things are here – people are important, and talking and socialising are prized above pretty much everything else.

Proof of this is the fact that, miss a green traffic light changing, and the world and his brother will be honking away at you, but stop in the middle of the road in your car to talk to a friend coming the other way, and hold people up….everyone waits patiently for you to finish!!

So it is important to realise the cultural differences that still exist here, as in our experience, without exception the Alpujarrans are a lovely bunch of people, and a little insight will help you fully enjoy the experience.

Murtas – 

The nearest village -  and fine for day to day bits and pieces, lovely fresh bread, for instance, is available at the Panaderia (Baker’s) which is just off the main church square.

On first arriving in Murtas, you may find it difficult to believe that there’s actually anything available, since they are so used to not seeing outsiders that they feel everyone  local knows where the shops are!!
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However, on closer inspection, we have so far discovered TWO shops, and the Panaderia.

The first general grocer’s is on the right of the Church square, standing with your back to the Church. You can see it on the left of the above picture, with the red sign above the door – and inside an aladdin’s cave of assorted goodies.  The lady who runs this shop speaks no English, but is extremely pleasant, and pointing and miming are often the order of the day.  Fruit is available.

The second shop, more a general store, but selling foodstuffs too, is about 30m along from the first, across that little footbridge you see on the right of the picture.  Again, no English, but in our experience, always ready to try and help.
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Finally, if you follow the path down under the “footbridge”, you come to the Baker’s where you can get fresh bread every morning….....

Cadiar – 

This is one of the hub towns of the Alpujarras, and has attracted a lot of British people in the last few years. It still retains its Spanish feel, as most of the British people came here looking for a better way of life, and recognising they had found one, enthusiastically adopted it.

There are several small supermarkets in Cadiar, mostly in the street that leads uphill from the Fountain square – don’t worry, you won’t miss it.  These supermarkets are on a par with our local Spar style operations, so you’ll be confident of getting pretty much all you need here.  

In this same street, and on the right hand side as you go up is the Cadiar Wine merchants. A typical Spanish bodega style shop, with three barrels that you taste from Blanco, Tinto and Dulce (White,Red and Sweet) and selling at between 1.80 Eu and 3 Eu per litre, this wine is incredibly good.  Obviously it’s a subjective thing, but I have drunk reds from all over the world, and the Red I had from here last November was the best I have ever tasted – and it became more complex after being open for a couple of days!!  If you’re at all interested in wines, this place is a must.  No English spoken, but they know what you’re there for!!  The presentation of the wine leaves a little to be desired to English eyes, as once you’ve made your choice, a plastic container goes under the barrel tap, and gets filled and capped, but personally, I think this just adds to the charm.

There is now a shop here stocking English harder to get products. Although the Coviran in the main street also sells some of these, the new shop (near the church, called the Talk of the Town) is run by a pleasant English family who have vowed to get everything you may miss from home!

EATING OUT LOCALLY

Bodega  (Journey time, 8 minutes)
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The best and closest restaurant is “La Bodega”, also called “Quatro Vientos”, which you will most likely have passed on the way here. In case you missed  it…turn left at the end of the drive, and follow to the next junction. Turn left here ( signposted Cadiar) and follow for about 3km where the Bodega can be found on the right. 

The “vino de tierra” ( table wine, produced at their own bodega( winery)), is superb value at around 3euros a bottle, and infinitely drinkable!  For food, meat-eaters will love their “parillada”, or mixed grill and there is a wide range of other interesting dishes. The menu is not available in English, but you will find all the usual meat dishes under ‘carne’…the specialities do include oxtail and bulls tongue, so be adventurous!

Try a midday stop there too, with the traditional TAPAS served free with a beer or coke.

Murtas   (Journey time, 10 minutes)       { Directions: Follow signs to Murtas}

There is also a restaurant in Murtas, of which we have no experience, and would welcome clients comments for inclusion.  Murtas can be found by carrying on at the junction to Cadiar and following for around 5km. The streets here are very narrow, and get narrower just as you think its not possible! Park at or near the church, and walk to be on the safe side. Rumour has it, there are two here, although the will no doubt be very ‘local’ and may be difficult to find.
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Venta del Tarugo (Journey time, 20 minutes)    { Directions: Further along the road past the Bodega, turn left at the next junction and follow for a further 1km }

On the right is a ‘local’ bar / restaurant. The food here is fine and not badly priced, although you will have to make your own atmosphere! Take a crowd of friends and a pack of cards, any good humoured group is very welcome for the trade that it brings around here. The main restaurant is on the left as you enter and is not too well signed, so watch out for it.

Cadiar   (Journey time, 35 minutes)      { Directions: Left out of drive, Follow signs to Cadiar}

Cadiar is slightly more English than the rest of the towns in the Alpujarras, with some English owned and run bars and restaurants.. 

Full English breakfast, if you get withdrawal symptoms, English tea and two internet cafes can be found here. These cafes offer some great value food with some excellent vegetarian options. 

La Rabita  (journey time 35minutes)      { Directions: Back down to the coast, through Albunol and straight on as signposted, La Rabita }

offers a variety of Spanish restaurants.  All these offer the ‘menu del dia’. This is a midday ( 12 to 3 pm ish) deal that restaurants have to offer by law (thanks to Generalissimo Franco and his desire to see the workers fed), consisting of a 3course meal with bread and a drink for somewhere between 6 and 9 euros. Excellent value for large parties.

Also open every evening for full restaurant dining. (‘Rincon de Guillermo’ is a personal favourite…)

Also try El Pozuelo, 2 km from La Rabita ( signposted), there is one main street and a local restaurant can be found just inside the start of the town on the left hand side. A great place for a low priced feed-up, with rum ‘n’ cokes poured like the rum was about to run out! Meat directly ‘a la plancha’ (off the grill) and steaks to weigh down the biggest appetite for around 10euros.

Albunol. (journey time 35 minutes)

Bar Fernando.  Excellent local food, Sunday lunch (very Spanish style…three excellent courses with all drinks for 6 cost us 80euros) is extremely popular especially with locals. It looks like a typical local bar from the outside and appears very unprepossessing, but there is a restaurant downstairs where they will serve perfectly cooked fish and meat dishes and do vegetarian to order. Your waiter will have a fun stab at English and is very good humoured! If the restaurant is booked for functions, ask the waiter to sort a table ‘upstairs’ (ground floor) for you.

Any afternoon or evening ( except Monday) tapas here are varied, fresh and hot and this alone makes Fernando’s well worth a visit. They include, pork and alioli on chunky bread, squid rings in light batter and pinchos ( mouth watering spiced lamb kebabs) 

EXCURSIONS by CAR

Granada ( 1 and a half hours)

A great day out, visit the Moroccan quarter selling gifts, rugs and Moroccan food and drink and of course a full days sight-seeing in Alhambra Palace itself.  Originally the capital of Moorish Spain, it was retaken by the Christians in the late 15th century. For adults, a fascinating glimpse into centuries of architectural change, but children will love to climb the ancient guard towers and the views from the top over old Granada and up the Sierra Nevada are simply breathtaking.
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DIRECTIONS:  go down to the coast at La Rabita, turn right onto the main road signposted to Motril (45km) and shortly after the town of Motril, turn right again, signposted to Granada. This drive takes you up the Lecrin valley, and in itself is fantastic.  There is a way across the Alpujarras, a winding back road, but with the Lecrin route, there is a chance to see the awesome Lecrin valley dam, the wind turbines, climbing rocks and the new stilted motorway under construction…a real must for hardcore civil engineering fanatics! ALT ROUTE…follow road back towards coast, turn right where you see ‘ORGIVA’ signed, follow this, the follow Granada signs.

Cabo de Gato ( 1 hour 15 minutes)

Andalucia’s most fascinating natural park. Miles of wide open spaces, the lighthouse, sea front villages untouched for years and of course, some of the best fish restaurants known to man! To sit here on a summer’s evening, fish mixed grill served in its full glory and a fine cold cerveza in hand and watch the sun set slowly as the local children play on the breakwaters and piers, well…

Summer season also brings regular events such as live music in various venues (flamenco bands, jazz bands) as well as makeshift but scintillating beachfront discos in marquees, open til sunrise.

DIRECTIONS: down to coast, follow main road to Almeria, past the airport turn off right where signposted.

La Rabita ( 35 minutes)

Something more relaxed and old world here, a real traditional Spanish fishing village. Good range of restaurants and a few bars, a great beach for the day with rocks to explore for the children.  Good seafront dining, some great ‘menu del dias’ and chiringuitos selling ‘that coffee’ you can never copy at home! Small range of shops, for gifts etc…

(There is also a naturist beach, if required here – well away from accidental discovery!  Go past the Conchas hotel’s back entrance and carry on up the road in front as if leaving La Rabita, after around 1 km, shortly before rejoining main road, park somewhere and take the steep and winding track down to the marked beach)

Cadiar and surrounds ( 20+ minutes)

A quiet town, well worth a walk round. Many English families have settled here and it boasts two internet cafes as well as several English owned but Spanish style bars and eateries. On arriving at the tows central tee junction ( turn right for two restaurants), turn LEFT and directly on your left is an excellent  panaderia ( bakery) and handicraft shop. The heavy reversible handmade rugs in Ranchito came from here and are a real bargain!

There is also a fereteria ( iron mongers) and…a BODEGA!! Don’t miss the wine. World renown (well, with all our friends anyway!) and at 2 euros a throw, don’t be put off…it’s amazingly good. It’s also totally organic and clean and crisp. You can take in your own containers to fill or buy it by the bottle / case / carrier bag!

Roquetas de Mar ( 1 hour 10 mins)

The Gran Plaza shopping mall, for serious shoppers, it’s the place to be. Most international names can be found here as well as an ‘Eroski’ department store and one of the biggest sports stores in the universe, stocking everything for every sport, game and pastime. They have a ‘Casa’ store, like our Habitat, but , ahem, better.  Excellent food hall too ( try the Brasa next to the bowlng alley and arcade for serious portions) although you could be in any mall in the world…

Also has a Cinema ( 90% Spanish films) and bowling alley as well as an amusement arcade.
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Go Karts

Two petrol go-karts tracks within 5 miles of each other! Seriously powerful machines, cheaper by far than the UK and massive tracks.  First at Roquetas de mar, follow main road in towards the Gran Plaza and it is on the left after 1km or so.  Second is slightly further back up the motorway at the El Ejido turn off, clearly signposted, next to COPO superstore

Mario Water Park

High season only, located close to the go karts in Roquetas.  Follow signs down main street towards Gran Plaza, look carefully for signs off to the left ( as you head towards GP) for AquaPark. Flumes, slides, the usual fun day out! ( 2006:  adults 17 euros, kids, 10 euros, daypass.)

Nerja ( 2 hours)
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There are closer beaches, and this one is on the run-up to the Costas, which some people may wish to avoid, but it is a sweet little beach area ( albeit prone to crowding in season) and our children love the rocks and surf here. Shops, classic touristy beachfront restaurants and a very exciting little chiringuito set halfway down the steps to the beach selling heavy-duty ‘mojitos’ make it a day out with a difference! (Mojitis are worth a try wherever you are if you spot them on the drinks menu…every barman will have his own ‘way’, but basically it should be crushed ice, a heap of garden mint, a soaking of rum and lots of lime. Refreshing, and powerful!)

DIRECTIONS:  go down to the coast at La Rabita, turn right onto the main road signposted to Motril (45km). Follow for around an hour and Nerja will be signposted. BEWARE!!: In high season, and before the motorway is open, this road gets extremely busy and can be very slow.

Playa de la Rijana ( 1 hour) 

IN season or out…beautiful. We have sunbathed here and swum in the sea ( Ok, we shivered a bit in the sea!) in February, but its totally Spanish, deserted out of season and quietly cultured in season. It nestles in the crook of the bay, with high rocks at each end, great for climbing and fishing, scuba and snorkelling too. The rollers can be excellent fun in winter, whilst still being a great little suntrap.

Last year there was a fantastic temporary chiringuito that setup on the beach, offering food and drinks at decent prices. Yes, its back!!
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DIRECTIONS:  go down to the coast at La Rabita, turn right onto the main road signposted to Motril (45km). Before Motril, you will pass through a tunnel ( TUNEL DE RIJANA), shortly after this tunnel you will see a large handpainted ‘sign’ on the wall pointing right to PLAYA DE LA RIJANA.  Follow this down for a few hundred metres back under the road through to the parking area. It seems a strange route, but crack on…it’s worth it!!

Albunol Rambla walk ( 30minutes) 

One of the many walks from Albunol. A rambla is a dried river bed, often nowdays banked with concrete walls on the parts that run through the towns. Take a picnic or a drink and enjoy the superb sites, rock formations and climbing, as much for the adventurous as for those who like to amble and watch!
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DIRECTIONS:  go down to Albunol, in the town centre turn left at the roundabaout and park somewhere in this street. Begin the walk from here, turning left into the rambla and continuing as far as you fancy!

We wish you all the very best for a fantastic stay at Ranchito.  We love making it a home from home for you, and do our best to think of every eventuality. If there’s anything you’d like to see, please let us know, either by email, phone or leave a note.

We have left an unedited Visitors book for you to record your views of Ranchito, please feel free to leave us a comment!

Very many thanks and Happy Holidays!!

Mat and Simon Jackson.

PS   Why not consider a return visit later in the year? We offer discounts for term time weeks or weekend breaks…maybe come with another couple, or family? Smaller parties, lower rates! 

www.sunbreaks.tv
www.skibansko.tv

NOW also ready

Ski Bulgaria in one of our four brand new, fully-equipped FOUR star rated apartments!

Situated in the heart of Bansko, these very spacious, fully furnished and equipped apartments sleep up to 5 people in comfort. Indoor heated pool, sauna, jakuzzi and children’s play area, as well as over 100 town restaurants to choose from make Bansko this seasons must visit resort…

Check out our website for further details of fantastic deals, many weeks available from £260 per apartment per week!!
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Bedroom, apartment also has generous                  Heated indoor pool, sauna, fitness and 

sleeping area, fully fitted kitchen and bathroom.   jakuzzi
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The spectacular Rhodopi and Pirin ranges form Bansko’s breathtaking backdrop

